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Tommy was re-elected Secretary-
Treasurer of the National Rural 
Letter Carriers’ Association at the 
117th National Convention in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan on Friday, August 
18, 2023.
Born and raised in Madison 
Heights, VA, Tommy began his 
postal career as a Rural Carrier 
Associate (RCA) in Lynchburg, VA 
on March 18, 1995, and became a 
Regular Carrier on June 1, 2001, with a collateral duty of ad-
hoc Academy Instructor. He currently carries a 46K route in 
Smithfield, VA.

He is no stranger to Union service. He has served as a 
Local unit President, Local Steward, Area Steward, Eastern 
States Conference Secretary-Treasurer, State Executive 
Committeeman and, for 10 years, State Secretary-Treasurer 
of Virginia.

For 9 years, he served in the United States Navy where he 
achieved the rank of Logistics Specialist First Class.

Tommy brings an extensive administrative portfolio to the 
position, having served on the Appeals Committee, Database 
Committee, Training, Development and Compliance (TDC) 
Committee, and was Chairman of the Credentials and Ballot 
Ratification Committees. In addition, he served as the database 
analyst for the Membership Department.

Welcome Visiting NRLCA
Secretary-Treasurer 

Thomas K. Turner
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Hello Indiana rural letter carriers,
I wanted to start with the word 
“dedication.” Dedication is the act of 
devoting time and energy to a particular 
purpose. Dedication commonly indicates 
the quality of being loyal or devoted to 
a cause, idea, or purpose. Over the 20 
some plus years of being a rural carrier 
it has taken a lot of hard work and 
dedication as you all know. But there are 
many things about being a rural carrier to 
be proud of. It’s not always easy, but it’s a 

good job to have. Rural carriers are one of the most respected jobs 
in the United States. We reach everyone with mail, medications, 
and packages. We are an important asset to our customers. That 
alone is something to be proud of for sure. There have been many 
changes over the years to our craft some good, some not so good. 
But rural carriers conform and overcome. Always keep in mind that 
if you or a coworker are struggling with operational changes or 
work life changes please reach out to EAP. They have counselors 
ready to help you. And anyone living in your household can get 
counseling as well. It’s always confidential.  

Your state board held a meeting on January 20th, 2024. The Board 
is working on having another retirement/ investment seminar and 
local units’ presidents, vice presidents, and secretary-treasurers 
and LM4 training. Please watch your future newsletters for 
information to come. Your State Board has also been working with 
the Illinois rural letter carriers to organize a Mid-States Conference 
to be held in Springfield, IL on May 2 through May 4, 2025.The 
Mid-States Conferences’ have informative seminars and National 
Officers present. Please try to make plans to attend and ask one-
on-one questions to your National Officers in attendance. 

This year’s State Convention is in beautiful Nashville, IN at the 
Brown County Inn. The Brown County Inn is a unique and laid-
back hotel away from the big city hustle and bustle. Make plans 
to attend and be a State Delegate this year. National Secretary-
Treasurer, Thomas “Tommy” Turner, will be our guest speaker. We 
also will be taking care of the business aspect for this Association. 
Please come and let your voice be heard. Vote on issues that help 
this organization be beneficial to all members. 

I hope to see you at all the meetings your state board has organized 
for the next year. Please read your newsletter from cover to cover. 
Keep checking the INRLCA web page and Facebook page for 
meeting updates and last-minute news and changes. 

In closing, I would like to touch on the Postal Emergency Relief 
Fund. District Representative Lisa Steele and I traveled to the 
tornado-stricken towns of Selma and Winchester, IN on March 18th 
to give union support. Some had never heard of the PERF Program. 
Hopefully, you may never need the Postal Emergency Relief Fund, 
but if you do, you can access it on liteblue to print out an application. 
If you have any questions or need some assistance, please feel free 
to contact a State Board member or a NSS representative. Always 
adhere to threatening weather conditions and be safe.
In solidarity, 
Cindy Webb

Hello fellow Rural Carriers! I hope everyone 
made it safely through the Holiday season. 
The State Convention is quickly approaching, 
and it’s time to submit a resolution!
Is there something about your job or working 
conditions that you would like to see 
changed and improved? Ever wonder how 
the resolution process works? Submitting a 
resolution is not a difficult process, in fact it 
is very simple. A form to submit a resolution 
is printed in this copy of The Hoosier Rural 
Carrier Newspaper. Remember resolutions 
are basically a wish list of things we want from the USPS, from 
Congress or from the Union. Any member or group of members of 
the NRLCA, in good standing, can submit a resolution.     
There are two types of resolutions, binding and non-binding. 
Resolutions that are advisory in nature are non-binding (better 
known as a wish list). Binding resolutions are defined as the board, 
“State Board or National Board,” having full authority and control to 
implement. Contract changes can only happen during negotiations 
with the postal service. Resolutions are important because they 
dictate the direction the Union goes during negotiations.
Start at the top of the page by checking whether it’s a binding or 
non-binding resolution. Go to the next section and check what issue 
you’re submitting, Benefits, EMA, Leave Replacements, Mail Count, 
Relief Day, Salary, Work Rules etc. Next is the “Where As” section 
where you put the reason for submitting the resolution. Then go to 
the “Be IT Resolved” section. This is where you put, what you would 
like to see added to our contract. After the form is completely filled 
out make sure to sign and date the bottom of the page.
Next you present your resolution to the members of your county 
organization for a “Yay” or “Nay” vote. If the resolution passes, it will 
then be sent to the State Secretary/Treasurer. The State Secretary/
Treasurer will give the resolution to the Resolutions Committee on 
the Friday before the State Convention. The committee reviews them 
to make sure the resolutions have not been previously passed. If it is 
a new resolution the committee will present it to the delegates at the 
State Convention, where it will be up for debate. The delegates vote 
on the resolutions, with a majority vote being the deciding factor, and 
those resolutions that are passed, are sent to the National Office. 
At the National Convention, the process is basically the same as at 
the State Convention. The National Resolutions Committee will then 
review all the resolutions submitted by all the states. If there are two 
of the same resolution, they may combine the two resolutions. The 
National Resolutions Committee will report on all the new resolutions 
submitted. The delegates have the opportunity to debate on each 
resolution submitted, and then vote Yay or Nay on each one. There 
are time limits set to keep things moving along.
Hopefully this has been helpful and informative, so that you can 
submit your resolution with ease. The Final Day to submit a resolution 
form to the office of the State Secretary/ Treasurer, is June 14th, 
2024. I look forward to seeing everyone at the State Convention in 
Nashville at the Brown County Inn on June 21, 22 and 23, 2024. 
Please keep our fellow rural carriers in Selma and Winchester, and 
all the people affected by the storms and tornadoes in your thoughts 
and prayers. Please consider donating to the Postal Employee 
Relief Fund, (PERF). It has been an Honor and a Privilege serving 
as your Vice President this year! 

See See youyou  inin            
NNaasshhvviillllee!!!!!!

Presidential Perspectives
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President

Cindy Webb

Vice-President

Victoria Falkenberry



Greetings...
Greetings to all of you from Lafayette.  It 
is my hope that you and your family are 
doing well and are staying healthy.  
Membership continues to be a constant 
moving target. Membership is up slightly 
compared to last year at this time.  It 
is interesting to note that currently 
about 85% of rural craft employees are 
members of the INRLCA. Even though 
85% is a pretty good percentage when 
you consider that federal government 

employment is “Open Shop” meaning there is no mandate to 
belong to the union.  
However, the 15% that are not members amounts to about 580 
non-members – roughly 260 regular/PTF carriers and 320 relief 
carriers. With these non-member numbers, as most of us are 
aware, it seems that the Postal Service hiring situation needs to 
improve.
The NRLCA is currently running an incentive program to help 
increase membership. For any member that signs up a new regular 
carrier or PTF the incentive is $50.00 for each new member signed 
up on dues withholding and $15.00 for each new relief carrier 
member signed up.  
The new member currently receives an incentive as well – 90 days’ 
free membership before their dues start to be deducted from their 
paycheck. However, the new member portion of the incentives will 
cease to be offered beginning July 1, 2024. For the recruiter to 
receive the incentive, the recruiter must put their name and EIN at 
the top of the application form and mail it to my office for processing.  
Also, until the change in the incentive program on July 1st, the new 
member must still be employed at the end of the 90 days along 
with dues being deducted for the recruiter to receive the incentive.  
After July 1st, there is no waiting period for the recruiter to receive 
the incentive.  
Keep up the excellent work of recruiting non-members in your office.  
Be sure to reach out to the state secretary/treasurer any time and 
applications pre-printed with the non-member’s information can be 
sent to you for your use in recruiting non-members.
By now, many of you are aware that this will be the last article in The 
Hoosier Rural Carrier that I will write as your INRLCA Secretary/
Treasurer.  Two years ago, this summer I had informed the INRLCA 
state board that I would not be seeking re-election to the office of 
secretary/treasurer in June 2024. I had planned on retiring from the 
Post Office a month or two later.
With the announcement that Lafayette was remodeling their 
workroom floor to qualify as an S&DC, it became clear that I should 
retire by the end of 2023. At this point in my career, I did not want 
to go through a move of that nature.  
In speaking late last summer with Joni Montroy, the retirement 
specialist that has facilitated retirement seminars on several 
occasions for INRLCA members, she said she could have 
paperwork ready for a November 30th date. So, that is what we 
did.  Brookston, Battle Ground, Otterbein, Linden, Clarks Hill and 
Westpoint rural routes were moved to Lafayette on February 24th.
The state secretary/treasurer job is a long-term commitment. It is 
just like carrying the mail, no one really knows what the job entails 

Larry Kappenman
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State Secretary-Treasurer Corner

Larry Kappenman, INRLCA Secretary-Treasurer

until they have done the job themselves.  
I have enjoyed being your state secretary/treasurer for all these 
years.  For that, I want to thank my wife and family for the years of 
sacrifice that they went through to allow me to serve the members 
of the INRLCA. Former Secretary/Treasurer, Larry Gunnell was a 
great mentor following his term of office. I am so thankful for his 
leadership and guidance during that first year of transition. 
I have great confidence in the convention delegates in that they will 
make the right choice on Sunday, June 23rd. Thank you for your 
support and friendship over the years.
Larry Kappenman
Since the last issue of The Hoosier Rural Carrier, 228 membership 
applications have been processed through this office. Listed below 
are new members of our union along with the office that they are 
employed at.

Returning Retired Members

	 Pamela	A ltop	 Crown Point
	E ric	B urke	 Jasper
	R obert	 Church	E vansville
	K aren	 Clark	B rownstown
	 Patrick	D illon	 Jasper
	R egina	 Fuelling	 Fort Wayne
	S uzanne	 Jones	N ew Albany
	L arry	K appenman	B rookston
	K elly	K oser	R ochester
	K evin	L ueken	 Jasper
	T homas	 Mitchell	 Fowler
	 June	N elson	W alkerton

Regular & PTF Carrier Members

	 Tamela	B iggs	V incennes
	A lexandra	S tory	 Pendleton
	N icholas	T ougas	I ndianapolis
							     

	 Associate Rural Carrier (ARC) Members

	 Debra	 Fentress	B edford
	 Johnnie	 Gustafson	H artford City		
	W illiam	H all	 Clinton
	R ichard “Rick”	K endrick Jr	 Plainfield
	

Relief Carrier Associate (RCA) Members
	

	 Oluwaseun	A degoke Jr	 Carmel
	D avid	A rcher	 Fishers
	S arah	A shley	B edford
	E mily	A tkins	 Jeffersonville
	A ndrew	B achtel	W alkerton
	B randon	B aker	N oblesville
	T racy	B anet	 Charlestown
	E strella	B arnes	 Middlebury
	A dam	B arrick	K okomo
	E vylinn	B arriger	W arsaw
	R yan	B ass	O don
	 James	B erns III	B rownsburg
	D iana	B etz	 Jasper
	B randon	B lackshire	H ebron
	 Jacklyn	B olan	A lexandria
	 Joseph	B oyd	A uburn
	 Melissa	B racken	I ndianapolis
	K heiln	B radford	 McCordsville
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	 Emily	B radley	V ersailles
	N icholas	B rown	V alparaiso
	A nthony	B rown	 Greenwood
	 Jessica	B rown	A nderson
	 Gregory	B rumfield Jr	 Crown Point
	L indsey	B ryant	B loomfield
	D erek	B urk	 Fairland
	S hawn	B urris	 Fortville
	L isa	B utler	K okomo
	Y olanda	 Cabrera	 Greenwood
	S arah	 Carlson Kyikos	S outh Bend
	T ricia	 Castillo	W heatfield
	A yden	 Castro	N oblesville
	 Jenarae	 Charters	S hipshewana
	T im	 Cole II	R ichmond
	D ustin	 Conner	W arren
	K yle	 Cook	 Floyds Knob
	E mily	 Cooper	 Crothersville
	W ill	 Cooper Jr	 Charlestown
	 Mont	 Copley	 Petersburg
	R achel	 Coppess	N oblesville
	 Madison	 Corbin	V evay
	 Gerson	 Counou	N oblesville
	 Jameika	 Crain	I ndianapolis
	K elly	 Cronin	 Cedar Lake
	S hallun	 Culp Jr	W estville
	B layne	D aniels	U nion City
	A ndrew	D avidson	L ebanon
	 Celeste	D eacon	 Plymouth
	L ynn	D iehl	 Crown Point
	D ustin	D ilbeck	L anesville
	K elly	D odson	 Mooresville
	 Fnu	D olly	 Fortville
	L uxon	D oralus	D anville
	N athan	D owell	B razil
	S tephanie	E sarey	 Corydon
	 John	 Fischer Jr	S eymour
	D anni	 Fulkerson	S anta Claus
	D avid	 Gall	 Corydon
	 James	 Gerbus	 Franklin
	B randy	 Giasson	 Monticello
	 Mason	 Gilley	 Charlestown
	 Jeanette	 Glaude	E vansville
	S teven	 Grigson	 Corydon
	N icholas	 Groleau	 Cedar lake
	 George	 Gwinnup	 Greenfield
	L akisha	H airston	E lkhart
	W ill	H ampton Jr	W estfield
	H annah	H ansen	 Connersville
	 Janea	H arbin	A nderson
	B randon	H ardacre	A nderson
	B randon	H ardin	 Franklin
	L yndsey	H arner	W ashington
	K iera	H arris	 Crown Point
	S tephen	H arris Jr	 Fishers
	A ysa	H arvey	 Fort Wayne
	 Phillip	H awkins Jr	 Franklin
	 Matthew	H ejari	T erre Haute
	 Jared	H ighlan	V alparaiso
	E rik	H imsel	 Jasper
	 Jeremy	H offman	 Greenfield
	 Matthew	H offman	W estfield
	 Joseph	H ofmeister III	 Plainfield
	O livia	H olland	S alem
	 Mia	H olmes	 McCordsville
	R acheal	H olzer	N orth Liberty
	A ndrew 	H orton	D eMotte
	 Cathy	H uver	N oblesville
	K evin	 Jaco	E dinburgh Continued on Next Page

	 Ryan	 Jinks	 Plainfield
	T iffany	 Johns	S anta Claus
	S haina	 Johnson	 Crown Point
	A licia	 Johnson	B remen
	 Maudeanna	 Johnson	 Greensburg
	A nthony	 Jones	 Columbus
	 Peggy	 Jones	K endallville
	K iernan	K arch	S outh Bend
	 Jeffrey	K arr	 Columbus
	 Jessie	K eister	I ndianapolis
	A nne	K limczak	L aPorte
	Y essenia	K lingerman	 Plymouth
	R obert	K notts	K okomo
	S onny	K ollars	R ochester
	A ngela	K rali	 Jasper
	 Juanita	K ruger	L afayette
	H ensley	K uhfahl	 Columbus
	D avid	K uzmin	N ew Carlisle
	 J Tyler	L akes	R ichmond
	R obert	L aw	B rownsburg
	R aven	L eazier	 Fort Wayne
	 Colby	L efeber	 Marion
	 Michael	L eoni	S chererville
	D estiny	L umpkins	 Franklin
	T ammy	L utsko	 Clayton
	 Gaurav	 Madaan	 Greenwood
	T yler	 Maple	R ochester
	R obin	 McKee	N orth Vernon
	K atelyn	 Meyer	B rookville
	S haun	 Miller	N ew Salisbury
	 Jeremy	 Miller	H enryville
	W illiam	 Milner	 French Lick
	 Chad	 Moore	V evay
	A shley	 Morris	S helbyville
	A my	 Morrison	 Goshen
	L anea	 Morson	 Covington
	 James	N avarro III	 saint John
	A ndrew	 Parry	R ochester
	D evin	 Patterson	 Carmel
	R obin	 Payne	L afayette
	 Jalen	 Pemberton I	 Ferdinand
	S arah	 Perault	 Goshen
	B enjamin	 Perez	V alparaiso
	A ndrew	 Pfaffenbach	N orth Manchester
	S eth	 Pitzer	I ndianapolis
	 Jeremy	 Potteiger	H untingburg
	H annah	 Potts	L afayette
	 Gregory	 Poynter	L awrenceburg
	A ndrew	 Price	R ichmond
	E lizabeth	 Przewoznik	W arsaw
	K rystal	R aisor	 Mooresville
	B rooke	R athman	H enryville
	K evin	R eed	B rookville
	R olanda	R eynolds	 Fort Wayne
	T reonna	R ichardson	 Crown Point
	 James	R inzel	N ew Albany
	 Mya	R odrigues	 Carmel
	S teven	R ubel	E vansville
	R acheal	R ussell	 Palmyra
	 Marina	S amy	N oblesville
	 Jessica	S anchez	 Crown Point
	 Paul	S anders	 Middletown
	 John	S aylor Jr	K nox
	S helby	S chave I	K okomo
	S tefanie	S chirmeyer I	 Fort Wayne
	A nthony	S chomber	S unman
	 Jessica	S chwering	 Greensburg
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Mark	S edvic	V alparaiso
	A manda	S eno	N appanee

Matlin	S hannon	E aton
Claudia	S hepley Granger

	I saiah	S herrill Goshen
	E mily	S ilver	K okomo

Meaghan	S lone	N oblesville
	E than	S ourivong Goshen

Jesse	S tandifer Madison
Jeremy	S tephens Petersburg

	A nnabelle	S tremme	N ew Carlisle
	T onya	S tuckey	V incennes

Jason	T aber Jasper
Jaiere	T alley Muncie

	K rista	T aylor	B ourbon
Candi	T aylor-Hill	R ichmond

	N inna	T hacker Martinsville
	K yle	T homas	A nderson
	L indsay	T hompson	D eMotte

Craig	T imberlake	L anesville
	S hawn	T ooley French Lick
	A mber	T oth	K nox

Candyse	T rimm Fort Wayne
	H oward	T ully IV	R ichmond

Julie	T urner Madison
	A ndres	V alentino Marti	V alparaiso
	A ustin	V arela Jasper
	B en	V aughn III	B loomington
	K aranvir	V erma Fishers
	S andra	W alters	R ising Sun
	S haron	W ampner Franklin
	A bigail	W atkins Monticello
	R ylee	W est Greenfield

Chris	W hite Madison
	K yle	W hite	A lexandria
	A ngela	W hitt Plainfield
	T ommy	W hitt Charlestown

Joey	W hitmeyer	R ochester
Curtis	W oodruff Greenfield

	L isa	W oods	R ochester
Miranda	Y ingling	B loomfield
Christopher	Y oungstafel	Z ionsville

Peter	Z aki	Z ionsville

Fifty-one rural carriers have delivered mail and packages to their 
customers for the last time and have retired since the last issue of 
The Hoosier Rural Carrier.  These retired rural carriers are listed 
below along with the post office that they retired from.

Retired Members

Pamela	A ltop Crown Point
	L arry	B aker Corydon

Pamela	B olander Greenfield
	K imberly Carpenter	B loomington

Judy	 Chapman	K entland
	R obert Church	E vansville
	K aren Clark	B rownstown

Gary	D ouby	E vansville
Patrick	D illon Jasper

	R ichard	D owns Jr	R olling Prairie
	A my	D rerup	A villa
	N ivole Fain	B rookville

Mildred	 Francis	W arsaw
	D ennis Gheen	N oblesville
	S ue Goffinet	 Marion
	L ea Goodpaster	O rleans
	T essie	H ass	A villa

 Continued from Previous Page
	L isa Johnson	I ndianapolis
	R egina Fuelling	 Fort Wayne
	S uzanne Jones	N ew Albany
	L arry	K appenman	B rookston
	K elly	K oser	R ochester

Colleen	L awhorn	E lkhart
	S usan	L ovelace	L aGrange
	T roy	L owery	S heridan
	K evin	L ueken Jasper
	K im Martin	 Middletown
	K enneth May	H agerstown

Jennifer	 McGuirl	V alparaiso
	D arla Mihalik	R ochester
	T homas Mitchell	 Fowler
	L inda Morgan	B rownsburg
	T errianne Morrow	 Jeffersonville

Jill	 Papineau	R ockport
Cheryl	R ay Mount Vernon

	D arlene	R eeves Greenfield
	A ndrea	R ichter Carmel
	R honda	R obins	L exington
	N anette	R oberts Fortville
	D ennis	R obertson	B edford

Gary	R owe	I ndianapolis
	S tar	S cherzer	S anta Claus

Gary	S chmitt	H aubstadt
Connie	S cott Crawfordsville

	R uetta	S ebastian	W estfield
Jane	S eibert	E vansville

	W endy	S hei	L aPorte
	K athy	S mallwood	S eymour
	S arah	T homas Corydon
	L inda	T rimble	I ndianapolis

Paula	T routman	E lizabeth
	K ari	W right	W aterloo

Counties: Counties:   
Don’ t forget Don’ t forget 

your PAC your PAC 
Auction Items!Auction Items!



“BUY BACK BILL” – Did I grab your attention? 
I know there is a lot of interest in that legislation but how do we go 
about supporting it and attempting to push it farther down the road? 
One of the best ways is to donate to PAC. And now you may be 
saying, I hear about PAC but do not know what it is. 

Well PAC is the Political Action Committee that raises funding to 
help lobby and push for legislation that benefits us. 

The best way you can help support PAC is by becoming a sustaining 
donor. You can do this one of two ways, either by having an amount 
automatically deducted from your paycheck or a monthly automatic 
withdraw from a bank account. By becoming a sustaining donor, 
you help PAC by not only donating those funds, but it also allows 
them to be able to plan how much they will be raising and what they 
can afford to spend on what causes.

Being a sustaining donor is not the only way that you can support 
PAC though. You can also buy raffle tickets and take part in the PAC 
auction at the state convention. This year we will raffling off a total 
of twelve gift cards. One - $750, One $250 and ten $100. Tickets 
for the raffle can be purchased from any state board member or by 
mailing me a raffle voucher that you can find below. 

While on the topic of the state convention, please remember the 
PAC auction and help support PAC by getting donations to auction 
off at the banquet at state convention. If you are unable to make 
it to state but have donation items you would like to get to there, 
please reach out and we can work out how to get those items from 
you. Safe Travels and see you at the State Convention PAC Table.

PAC
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Legislative Update

The 118th United States Congress is the current meeting of the 
legislative branch of the United States federal government. This 
Congress will end on January 3, 2025. There are four bills in 
Congress that would greatly affect the Rural Letter Carrier Craft. 
Fill out a Form Letter for each bill and send it to your Member of 
Congress, and keep our voices heard!

H.R. 7629 “Protect our Letter Carriers Act” This new legislation 
was recently introduced by Reps. Brian Fitzpatrick (PA-1) and 
Greg Landsman (OH-1). This bipartisan legislation addresses 
the rise of violent crime committed against letter carriers as they 
work to carry out their duties. It would protect letter carriers and 
strengthen public safety. This legislation would help protect targets 
like mailboxes and electronic arrow keys. Since 2020, there have 
been more than 2,000 attempted or actual robberies and assaults 
against postal workers nationwide. The bill would: address the 
outdated collection boxes and arrow keys, which letter carriers 
are often targeted for in robberies. It would amend sentencing 
guidelines so that any assault or robbery committed against a 
letter carrier has a more severe sentence recommendation. “The 
rise in robberies and violent assaults being committed against 
letter carriers in recent years is deeply concerning and Congress 
must act to ensure their safety.” said Congressman Fitzpatrick. 
“Our letter carriers are such a big part of our lives, and we have 
to keep them safe. This bipartisan effort will do just that,” said 
Congressman Landsman. Currently, there are 14 cosponsors. 
Please help to support this bill by contacting your congressman!

H.R. 5995 “The Federal Retirement Fairness Act” would allow rural 
letter carriers who served as relief employees after December 
31, 1988, the opportunity to buy back credit for service. This 
legislation would help postal employees to better prepare for their 
retirement. If this bill were to pass, former temporary or non-career 
employees could make catch up payments that would be credited 
to their retirement so they could retire sooner. Currently, there are 
88 cosponsors and one from Indiana, Rep. Frank J. Mrvan (D-IN-
1). Please help to support this bill by contacting your congressman!

H.R. 3721 “USPS Shipping Equity Act” This bill would allow the 
U.S. Postal Service to mail alcoholic beverages to customers, if 
the recipient is 21 years or older with a valid government ID at 
the time of delivery. Estimates suggest that the USPS could gain 
$180 million annually if passed. Currently there are 17 cosponsors 
and one from Indiana, Rep. Andre Carson (D-IN-7). Please help to 
support this bill by contacting your congressman!

H.R. 82 “Social Security Act of 2023” This bill would restore 
retirement benefits for rural letter carriers, and other public 
servants, who are impacted by the Windfall Elimination Provision 
(WEP) and Government Pension Offset (GPO). Both provisions 
unfairly penalize and reduce retirees’ incomes by thousands of 
dollars every year. Currently, there are 311 cosponsors. Please 
help support this bill by contacting your congressman!
You can find out more information on these important legislative 
issues that affect the rural craft, by going to NRLCA.org. Use this 
website and go to Legislative, and then the Legislative Update 
section to access the Form Letters for each postal issue. Please 
fill out these Form Letters and send them to your Member of 
Congress. Keep our voices heard!

I look forward to attending the Legislative Seminar in Washington 
D.C. with President Webb in late April!

Victoria Falkenberry, 
INRLCA Legislative Representative
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STATE CONVENTION 
IN BROWN COUNTY

Saddle up y’all and head on out to 
Nashville, Indiana for this year’s State 
Convention at the Brown County Inn!  
We are excited to host the convention 
in south central Indiana June 21st-
23rd, sporting a Wild Wild West theme. 
Cowboy/cowgirl hats and bandannas 
will be given out free of charge or dress up in your favorite country 
western outfits.  

In the middle of one of the state’s most desirable tourist destinations, 
the Brown County Inn is known for serving up delicious food in its 
Harvest Dining Room and features a wide array of amenities. From 
a heated indoor/outdoor pool to a volleyball court, to miniature 
golf, and on over to the corn hole and shuffleboard areas, you and 
your family are not likely to get bored while you are there. You will 
even find an onsite playground for the kids. If you are looking for 
a family friendly destination, you have found it!

The inviting atmosphere features patio and outdoor areas to 
gather and relax after a day in the meetings. The inn features 
a well-established lounge, well known to the locals with live 
entertainment each Friday and Saturday night. Come in early if 
you want a seat!  

Take a morning walk on the trail that runs along Salt Creek 
behind the hotel. A short, paved trail walk under the bridge 
adjacent to the facility takes you downtown where numerous 
unique shops, restaurants & entertainment venues await. Best 
described as a mini version of Gatlinburg, there is something for 
everyone in Nashville, IN. Make a whole week of it if you need a 
vacation. You will not be disappointed! Visit the “Escape Comes 
Naturally” website www.browncounty.com to discover the endless 
possibilities in the area.

Your state board voted to make your convention meals a real 
bargain this year at only $5-$10 per meal. DELEGATES & 
GUESTS: YOU MUST SEND IN THE REGISTRATION FORM 
WITH MEAL PAYMENT IN ORDER TO GET THE MEALS AND 
YOUR $100 PER DAY PAYMENTS. See details at the bottom of 
the registration form in this issue.  

A few things to know about the hotel: No pets are allowed & it is 
a two-story hotel with no elevator. Parking and Wi-Fi are free. 
Room rate is $149 for a double queen room or $159 for a king 
room. Please see front cover for booking information and be sure to 
mention the reservation code “INRLCA” to get this discounted rate.

What else is going on during the convention? The Auxiliary is taking 
the Juniors on a trolley ride to a gem mining experience. Find the 
registration form for Juniors toward the back of this issue. National 
Secretary-Treasurer Tommy Turner will be with us this year and 
speaking on Saturday. Elections for President, Vice-President, 
Secretary/Treasurer, Southwest & Southeast Committeemen will 
take place. Our PAC auction will happen following the banquet on 
Saturday night. Bring an item to be auctioned off if you can. See 
the convention program in this issue and please contact any state 
board member for more information. We hope to see everyone 
there. We are UNION STRONG!  Yeeeee HAW!

Becoming a Delegate!
I want to start off by asking what is 
a delegate? A delegate is a person 
authorized to act as a representative 
for another person. I’m going to touch 
base on what exactly a delegate does 
and what the responsibilities are when 
at the Indiana Rural Letter Carriers' 
Association State Convention. 

First things first. You would need to attend your local spring 
meeting. There you would be nominated by your local members. 
Each local county organization is given a certain number of 
delegates to represent for that area based on the total members 
in that group. Next, if you are nominated, you will need to send in 
a pre-registration form from the “State Convention Edition” of The 
Hoosier Rural Carrier State newspaper coming out in April. When 
that has been submitted, you would then want to make your way 
to the Indiana Rural Letter Carrier State Convention, this is usually 
held in late June and consists of three days.

After going through the process and completing the items needed 
and getting to the State Convention the following will take place. 
As a delegate it is highly recommended to attend the two- day 
session, this consists of Saturday and Sunday. Before the 
President calls to order you will need to find the registration table. 
There they will give you any meal tickets you have purchased 
when you sent in the pre-registration form, and they will give you 
a name tag. Take note that the registration table is open on Friday 
evening, if you come in early, on Saturday most of the day and on 
Sunday morning. Delegates do get paid $100 a day when they 
are nominated and attend for Saturday and Sunday only. When/
If you can make it there on Saturday morning then you must be 
registered and make roll call when it begins and make sure you are 
there during the duration of the session. The tellers committee will 
pass out resolutions and any constitution changes that have been 
submitted to the designated committee for review. Sunday is the 
most important day of being a delegate.

Again, you will need to be there for roll call and the entire session, 
once roll call is completed you will then have numerous things 
that will take place and you will then get to exercise your right 
and take on the duties of a delegate to represent for your fellow 
members who have nominated you. Everything from voting on 
the constitution changes and resolutions that were submitted by 
members from around the state. After these are reviewed and 
voted on the ones that the body has agreed on will then make their 
way to the national convention where the elected delegates will 
vote there. Sunday is also for voting on new officers, that would 
include President, Vice President, Secretary/Treasurer, for a one-
year term and 2 of the 6 State Committeeman are up for election 
each year in rotation for a three-year term.

So now that you know what being a delegate is all about and 
the responsibilities that come with it. We hope to see you at the 
INRLCA State Convention.

Committeeman’s Corner

Committeeman on Next Page

East Central

Matthew Phillips

Southeast

Justin Williams



State Convention Committees

Before we have our Indiana State 
Convention, we have committees that 
need to take place. Here is a list of the 
committees we need help with to conduct 
our business for the Convention. 

1.	 Credential Committee
2.	 Finance Committee
3.	 Resolution Committee
4.	 Constitution Committee
5.	 Election Committee
6.	 Tellers Committee

During these Committee meetings we need help from union 
members to conduct the business of each committee and report to 
the State Convention Business session.

The Credentials Committee checks the credentials of each delegate 
to verify that they are legal delegates from their respective Local 
Unit. Each Local Unit Secretary sends one copy of the credentials 
form to the delegate and the other copy to the State Secretary at 
the close of their annual meeting. The elected delegate turns in their 
copy at the registration table upon arrival at the State Convention 
(follow the procedure as outlined in your State constitution). The 
committee also verifies local unit membership, and/or number of 
votes for which the local unit qualifies.  

Finance Committee reviews the finances from the past years 
and makes suggestions to the delegates on current and future 
financial goals of the Association. The delegates then vote on their 
suggestions and recommendations.

Resolution Committee takes all resolutions submitted by the Local 
Units that were passed at the Local Unit meeting. The committee 
reviews to make sure the resolutions have not been previously 
passed at the National Convention since the last USPS/NRLCA 
contract. The committee then presents the resolutions to the 
State delegate to be passed or rejected. Then delegates vote on 
the resolutions, with a majority vote being the deciding factor, and 
resolutions that are passed are sent to the National Convention.

The Constitution Committee takes all proposed changes to the 
State’s Constitution, submitted from the Local Units that passed at 
the Local Unit meeting. The committee reviews them and compares 
them to the current wording in the State’s Constitution and presents 
them to the delegate. State Constitution changes take a two-thirds 
vote to pass.

Constitution Changes

Are you a member that asks why things 
are done certain ways; wants to be 
involved; and possibly even wants to 
effect change? There are two ways that 
things can be submitted for change, 
and those are Constitution changes 
and Resolutions. I am going to go over 
the process of the constitution changes 
while you can find another article to go 

over the resolution process. 

There are three constitutions in the union that affect each 
individual, the local county group constitution, the INRLCA (state) 
constitution, and the NRLCA (national) constitution. It is important 
to remember that all three of these are legal documents and must 
be followed otherwise appeals and other legal matters can arise 
from not doing so.

On the local level, every county group has a constitution that is 
specific to the group. If you are a local officer, you should have a 
copy of your constitution to assure that there are not any specifics 
that are listed that may be different to your group then any others 
and you are following this document. If you do not have a copy of 
your local constitution, you can request a copy of it from your state 
board representative or the state secretary/treasurer, this goes for 
any member at large as well. The state board highly recommends 
that changes not be made to the local constitutions as they are legal 
documents and many things on the local level can be accomplished 
by making motions in the local meetings and can be undone via 
motions in meetings such as a meetings spot rotation. Putting 
these items in the constitution requires public notice that such an 
item will be discussed and voted on at an upcoming meeting. 

The INRLCA State Constitution can be found on the inrlca.org 
website, it is also printed in the fall edition of The Hoosier Rural 
Carrier. Forms to submit changes to the INRLCA Constitution 
can be found in this edition. When submitting changes to this 
Constitution you must fill out the form for each change and every 
word included in the change is important. You list the current 
language, if there is no current language, then on the form you 
simply state, “No current language”. Then next line is asking for 
the proposed language, which is where you write what you want 
the new language to be. It is important to make note that you 
must bold words or language that is being changed or strikeout 
language that is being considered for removal. Only items that are 
listed in the bold font or the strikeouts can be discussed and any 
other language in the section cannot be discussed or voted on. 
And the last section on the form is the intent or reason that you 
believe the change needs to be made. You can simply state why 
you want the language changed. 

It is also important to know Roberts Rules of Order when making 
changes to the constitutions as this is the parliamentary procedures 
that the constitutions must follow. If you are wishing to making 
changes it is recommended to reach out to a few others to have the 
proposal proof-read as every little word makes a big difference in 
what something may mean. All INRLCA constitution changes must 
be to the state secretary/treasurer no later than one week prior to 
the opening of the state convention. These can be submitted from 
a local group or from an individual. The changes will go to the state 
constitution committee and presented to the assembly at the state 
convention for a vote, which take two thirds vote to pass. 

Fred Eischen

Northeast

Continued from Previous Page

Finally, we have the NRLCA Constitution. This can be found on 
the NRLCA website. To make a change, you will have to fill out 
a resolution document that will also be found in this edition. This 
would be a non-Binding resolution. In the issues section, you 
will select constitution. You will then need to state the name of 
the document. This proposal will pass through the Resolution 
Committee. The proposal will be presented to and voted on at the 
state convention. If it is passed by a majority vote, it will move onto 
the National Constitution Committee and will be presented to and 
voted on by the national delegation. The proposal will then need to 
receive a two-thirds vote to pass at the National Convention. Any 
member of good standing can submit these changes and I look 
forward to seeing everyone in Brown County!
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Northwest

Alice Cobble

See Committees on Next Page
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County Officers’ Duties

Hi Everyone,
The State Convention is arriving sooner 
than you may think. I attended my first 
state convention about twelve years ago 
in Fort Wayne. A southern gentleman 
with a great amount of knowledge sat 
beside me. We talked about several 
things not excluding the union and its importance in maintaining a 
viable and sustaining workforce. After the first break, The President 
of the Indiana Rural Carriers Association introduced our guest 
speaker Ronnie Stutts. The southern gentleman beside me stood 
up. This is just one of the stories I remember about attending the 
Indiana Rural Carriers State Convention. Please attend this year, 
find me and tell me your story about your first state convention.

Something else I learned from the state convention was helpful in 
conducting not only my local meeting, as the president, but in presenting 
my information to others at the county meetings I attend as your West 
Central Committeeman. So, I would like to share it with everyone.

Prior to local county meetings officer’s duties. County officers 
arrange dates, times, and location of county meetings, as well 
as notifying your local executive committeeman. To arrange for 
a district representative or your assistant district representative 
(Steward} to attend your meeting. You must contact the INRLCA 
state president, who will coordinate with the NRLCA district 
representative to assign a steward.

Local county president, you are the officer in charge of conducting 
the meeting. You set the pace and tone of the meeting; this may 
become easier with an agenda. Write your agenda with topics to 
discuss and the names of invited guests. Include reading of the 
minutes of the prior meeting and the financial report. Make at least 
3 copies of the agenda, 1 for you, your vice president, and your 
secretary/treasurer. You call the meeting to order. You introduce the 
speakers. You call on people with questions, once they raise their 
hand. You restate and clarify any questions to be voted on by the 
group. Remember to adhere to a time limit for the meeting. Some 
locations only allow a set time to conduct or rent the room. You 
thank everyone for attending as well as your guest, finally your job 
as president is to adjourn the meeting.
Vice president, you shall preside over the meeting in the absence 
of the president. Therefore, you must understand and be able 
to conduct the meeting as the president intended. You may also 
need to perform the duties and responsibilities of the secretary/ 
treasurer’s absence. So don’t be afraid to ask questions and 
receive input from them.
Secretary/Treasurer; each county secretary shall notify all members 
in writing (postcards are sufficient} at least 15 days prior to a county 
meeting. State time, place and business to conduct at the meeting. 
(elections of officers, delegates, etc.) Or, as another option notify 
the state secretary/ treasurer at least 30 days prior to the local 
meeting with the exact information you want included. This must 
be made and received by US mail or email. You are responsible for 

What is an Executive 
Committeeman?

Greetings from the Southwest end of 
the state. I hope this newsletter finds 
you well. As we head into the summer, 
the biggest thing on the INRLCA 
schedule is the State Convention. Board 
elections are a very important part of 
the convention. Along with president, 

vice-president, and secretary-treasurer, we also elect a group of 
executive committee members. I would like to take this opportunity 
to clarify how this position is elected, the various responsibilities of 
the position, and then I will finish with a personal note.

Each year two committeeman are elected to a term of three years. 
The state is divided into six areas: Northwest, Northeast, East 
Central, West Central, Southwest, and Southeast. Each area has 
a committeeman. When the convention is in the north, the two 
north committee positions are elected. The central convention 
holds the election for the central committeeman, and the south 
convention holds the election for the southern committeeman. As 
stated in the winter newsletter, a statement declaring candidacy 
can be submitted and will be published in the spring newsletter. On 
Saturday of the convention, time is given to any person that would 
like to announce and speak to their candidacy. Time is also given 
on Sunday prior to the election. Elections are then held by paper 
ballot. 

As stated in the NRLCA State Officers’ Resource Manual, “The 
Executive Committeeman shall act as trustees of the Association. 
They are charged, along with the other elected officers, to 
provide oversight of the Association.” The responsibilities include 
the following: writing an article for each of three newsletters per 
year as assigned by the President, promoting membership to 
the Association, attending and overseeing local meetings in the 
appropriate area, attending board meetings, and submitting 
an annual report to the state convention delegates. Each 
committeeman is also tasked with overseeing a committee at the 
state convention, and every third year will be co-chair of the State 
Convention itself.

Finally, I want to wrap things up with a personal note. I was elected 
to the board as the Southwest Committeeman in 2021, which 
means my term is ending this year. I have greatly enjoyed serving 
in this position. As I have been contemplating my future with the 
board, life has gotten extremely busy. I have decided that I will not 
be seeking election to any board position this year. The delegation 
will be electing two committeemen this year: one for the Southwest 
and one for the Southeast. If this is something that you think that 
you would like to do, I would encourage you to put your name out 
there.

Southwest

Seth Montank

West Central

Barry Rutherford

keeping a permanent book of minutes of each meeting as well as 
handling the county’s finances reports and correspondence related 
to your county meetings. You should be able to explain or answer 
questions brought up by your fellow county members about county 
funds. You shall record the minutes of the meeting as well as a 
sign-in sheet for attendance. Finally, file the year end LM-4 report.

Attendees of County meetings. Be respectful of your county officers, 
guests, and fellow members. Raise your hand to be recognized 
for a question. Be quiet and listen to other questions, so we don’t 
answer the same question over and over.
Thank all you County Officers.

Tellers Committee/Election Committee: The State President shall 
appoint an Election Committee. No member whose name appears 
on the ballot may serve on the Election Committee. State Presidents 
may appoint any of the above committees to assist in conducting 
elections and balloting as authorized by the State’s Constitution.

Committees continued from Previous Page



INRLCA Armed Forces Veterans Club

As warm weather and thoughts of 
summer approach, I find myself 
looking forward to this year’s 
State Convention in Nashville. We 
will be conducting a silent auction 
again this year to raise money for 
the scholarship book fund. I will 
be donating some wooden craft 
items again this year and invite 
you to donate items we can use 
for the silent auction. Membership 
is only $10 a year and entitles 

you to apply for the scholarships. If you have a child or 
grandchild attending or starting to attend college, please 
print; 1. your name as sponsor; 2. the child or grandchild’s 
name and relationship. Please include their mailing address 
so if we draw their name we know where to send the check, 
and 3. we need to know the college or trade school they will 
be attending and their course of study. Put that information 
on a sheet of paper and send to Jackson Brooks at 3495 
E. County Road 150 S, North Vernon, IN 47265. Names 
submitted will be forwarded to the National AFVC where 
they could receive additional scholarship monies. We will be 
drawing our winners at the Fall Booster meeting.

Upcoming in May is Memorial Day. Memorial Day is a day to 
remember those have died in service of our country. Please 
take a little time to remember those who have served this 
country and say “thank you” when you see a veteran.

I want to again say thank you for your support of this 
organization in our efforts to raise money for book 
scholarships. All money raised will go to scholarships.
Jackson L. Brooks
President, INRLCA AFVC
SP4 Army Veteran

ELECTION NOTICE
IMPORTANT: Revised Instructions for Mail Voting

Please read the following instructions carefully before marking and mailing 
your ballot:

➾  Clearly mark the box next to the name of the candidate(s) of your choice 
not to exceed thirty-four.  There are no write in candidates allowed. Do 
not place your name, initials, or any other identifying information on the 
ballot. Ballots containing any identifying information will be voided.
➾  Place your marked ballot in the small envelope labeled “Secret Ballot” 
and seal it. Do not write on this envelope. You must use the Secret 
Ballot Envelope to ensure that ballot secrecy is maintained. If your ballot 
package does not contain a Secret Ballot Envelope, you may obtain one 
by contacting Election Chairperson, Carla Good, at 765-675-4190 or    
765-438-7199.
➾  Insert the sealed Secret Ballot Envelope containing your marked 
ballot into the return envelope pre-addressed to the INRLCA Election 
Committee and seal it.  In order for your ballot to be validated, you MUST 
include your return address information as requested on the return ballot 
envelope.  
➾  Your return address information on the return ballot envelope should 
be legible and match the information on the mailing label of the ballot 
packet you have received.  This will identify you as an eligible voter. 
Caution: Using other identifying return address information may result 
in your voter eligibility being challenged.  Your vote will remain secret 
because the Secret Ballot Envelope containing your ballot will be 
separated from the return ballot envelope and mixed with other Secret 
Ballot Envelopes before it is opened, and the ballot counted. 
➾  Ballot secrecy can only be preserved if you personally mark and mail 
your ballot. DO NOT allow anyone else to mark or handle your ballot or 
see how you vote. DO NOT give your ballot to anyone else for mailing. 
Only one ballot per envelope will be accepted.  DO NOT combine ballots 
into one mailing.  Voted ballots must be sent via the USPS and in no 
instance hand delivered.
➾  IMPORTANT: Mail your ballot in sufficient time for it to be received at:
  P.O. Box 1416, Nashville, IN  47448-1416 no later than 10:00 A.M. on 
June 21, 2024.

Drawing of Order for
 National Delegate Ballot

The drawing of the order that nominees will be listed on the ballot 
for National Delegate for the 2024 NRLCA National Convention will be 
held in conjunction with the next regular meeting of the West Central 
RLCA.  The meeting will be held at Bossaer Farms Bakery & Café, 
5102 N 500 E, Attica, IN on Tuesday, May 7, 2024.  Supper is at 6:00 
P.M. and the meeting will begin at 7:00 P.M.  The drawing of those 
members that have been nominated for National Delegate will be held 
immediately following the conclusion of the meeting and conducted 
by members of the West Central RLCA.  Any member that has been 
nominated for the position of National Delegate or their designee is 
invited to attend and observe the ballot order drawing process.

Indiana Rural Letter Carriers’ Association

National Delegate Election Notice

A secret ballot election for the Delegates of the Indiana RLCA 
to the 2024 NRLCA National Convention to be held in Reno, 
NV on August 27 - 30, 2024 is being conducted by US Mail.  

Any eligible member who has not received a ballot by Friday, 
May 31, 2024 or any member who spoils a ballot may request 
a new ballot by contacting Election Chairperson Carla Good at 

765-675-4190 or 765-438-7199.
If you request and return another ballot, 

only the replacement ballot will be counted.

By: Jack Brooks - VETERAN

Jack Brooks
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Don’t forget the Armed Forces Veteran’s Club Annual 
Meeting and Breakfast, Sunday, June 23 at the Convention. 

See you there!



Candidate Announcements For National Delegate

My name is CINDY WEBB and I have been nominated to 
represent the INRLCA membership at the 2024 national 
convention in Reno Nevada. As always, I vote for the issues that 
will benefit each and everyone of us in the rural craft. I would 
appreciate your support and your confidence in being your voice 
at the 2024 national convention.

My name is VICTORIA FALKENBERRY and I am running for 
Delegate to the 2024 National Convention in Reno, Nevada. I 
am the regular carrier on RR 3 in Cicero. I have been a member 
of the Indiana Rural Letter Carriers Association since 2003. I 
am very involved with this Association, and I am currently your 
INRLCA Vice President. Prior to that I was elected East Central 
Committeeman and served on the Indiana State Board for 8 
years. I was a Local Steward from 2010 through 2021. I have 
proudly served as a Delegate to the National Convention since 
2010. I am confident that I can represent the carriers of Indiana.  
Please remember me as you cast your ballot for National 
Delegate.       Thank You!

LARRY KAPPENMAN - My name has been placed in the 
nomination for national delegate from Indiana for the national 
convention to be held in Reno, NV this coming August.  I have 
participated in all sessions of the conventions that I have attended 
in prior years apart from those instances while serving on national 
convention committees or while assisting other Indiana members 
as they pursued their dream of running for national office.  I have 
strived to vote in a way that represents the members who have 
elected me whether it be Constitution proposals, Resolutions, or 
candidates for national office.  It would be an honor to serve as a 
delegate for you once again.  I would greatly appreciate your vote 
when you receive your ballot in the mail this coming May.

Hello, my name is KRISTIE M. PELLMAN. I am a rural carrier and 
an active union member. Currently I am entering my 4th year as 
Vice-President of our local association.  I have attended Booster 
meetings, served as a delegate at State Convention where I 
was on the Registration and Credentials Committee. Now, I am 
currently serving on the Finance Committee. At each event, I 
have found great fulfillment in gaining knowledge and information 
to bring back to my office and share with co-workers as well as 
other union members. Backed by my experience, I would like 
to announce my candidacy as a National Delegate so I may 
represent and give a voice to our local association at the National 
level. My name will appear on the National ballot and I would 
relish the opportunity to continue my service at the National level. 
Your consideration and support are greatly appreciated.

My name is JUSTIN WILLIAMS, INRLCA Southeast 
Committeeman. I am running for national delegate. I have current 
or past experience as county president and secretary/treasurer, 
sgt. at arms, tellers and finance committees, and local steward. I 
have been a delegate at every state convention since 2010, and 
every national convention since 2014. With 22 years experience 
as a rural carrier, I will continue to advocate for the betterment of 
our craft.  Having been an RCA for 20 years, I will support every 
reasonable effort to better the lives of our leave replacements. I 
would be in favor of a biennial national convention and other ideas 
to save our union money and resources. I have experience in 
small, medium and large offices, and a quest for knowledge when 
it comes to our contract and how it affects the rural craft.  I would 
appreciate your vote!

I am asking for your vote for National Delegate this year.  I have 
worked at the Post Office for over 20 years, and have the best 

interest of my fellow carriers.  I have been a trainer for new 
RCA’s, and know the importance of understanding the job.  I have 

served on the State Board for 6 years.  I have been on several 
committees, such as Constitution, Resolutions, and Finance.  I 
have been in charge of planning a State Convention, as well as 

helping out where I was needed.  I have attended several National 
Conventions since my first National Convention in 2017.  I would 

greatly appreciate your vote for National Delegate.

LISA MADDOX SNEATH

My name is GARY PLUMER, and I have placed my name in 
nomination for delegate to the National Convention in Reno, 
NV. I have been a regular carrier on RR 1 in Tipton since 1989. I 
attended my first National Convention in Charleston, WV in 1996 
on my own dime as a non-delegate. I was first elected as National 
Delegate in 2002 and have represented Indiana Carriers at many 
National Conventions since then. I have been the editor of The 
Hoosier Rural Carrier for over twenty years. I was first elected to 
the State Board as a Committeeman in 2010. 
I would greatly appreciate your vote of confidence this year as a 
National Delegate, and I will do my best to represent the carriers 
of Indiana using my experiences and what I hear from you… the 
Indiana rural letter carriers. Please remember me when casting 
your ballot for National Delegate.

My name is SHIRLEY WELLS and I am asking for your vote to 
represent the State of Indiana as a delegate at the 2024 NRLCA 
National Convention to be held August 27-30 2024 in Reno 
Nevada.  I thank you in advance for your support!
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Editor’s Note:  In keeping with the practice of 
previous years, and Department of Labor Regulations, 
Announcements for individuals running for each of 
the State Offices are listed by office. All candidacy 
announcements for National Delegate have been 
listed in the order in which they were received by 
the editor. ALL announcements appear exactly as 
submitted with the exception;  the first time a person’s 
name appears, it is printed in bold and ALL CAPS.
      Also note that members in good standing still have 
the opportunity to declare their candidacy for State 
Office at the State Convention at the appropriate time 
prior to voting. 
  (See State Convention Program agenda elsewhere 
in this issue. ) 



2024 INRLCA STATE CONVENTION 
NOTICE OF ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Officer nominations are made only by “self-nomination” from the 
convention floor as per a binding Resolution passed by the state 
convention delegates in 2006.  The following offices of the Indiana 
Rural Letter Carriers’ Association will be up for election on Sunday, 
June 23, 2024 at the State Convention to be held at the Brown 
County Inn in Nashville, IN:
  

President,
Vice-President,

Secretary/Treasurer,
Southwest Executive Board member,
Southeast Executive Board member.

The position of President, Vice-President and Secretary/Treasurer 
are for one-year terms while the Southwest and Southeast 
Board positions are for three-year terms. Obligations, duties, and 
responsibilities along with all legal mandates are available on 
each position from the Officers Resource Manual. Contact State 
Secretary/Treasurer, Larry J Kappenman, (contact information see 
page 2) if you wish a copy for review.

  Secretary-Treasurer

Candidate Announcements For State Offices

  President

INRLCA State Offices

My name is CINDY WEBB and I am announcing my candidacy 
one more time for the privilege to be your INRLCA President. My 
history with our union shows how dedicated I am. I have held 
many positions within the INRLCA.
QWLEI
Academy instructor
Provident guild representative 
West central committeeman
Vice president
Current president
Every committee at state conventions
This will be my third time on Capitol Hill to fight for the issues 
that impact our craft. I also was honored to be on the national 
resolution committee in 2023. I am currently the vice president 
of the Midstates conference board. I feel I have the experience 
to lead your INRLCA through one more year and be able to 
bring information to the membership. I have always been fiscally 
responsible and want nothing more to help enhance the INRLCA. 
I would appreciate your support.

My name is VICTORIA FALKENBERRY and I am announcing 
my candidacy for re-election of Vice President. I have been a 
member of the INRLCA since 2003. I was the Local Steward in my 
office for 11 years. I have attended all Booster, State and National 
Conventions since 2008. I have served on the State Finance 
and Resolutions Committees. In 2015 I was elected to serve on 
your State Board as East Central Committeeman. I served in 
that position for 8 years. As a board member I was Chairman 
of the 2016 and 2023 State Conventions. I have overseen the 
Finance, Resolutions, Credentials, and Constitutions Committees. 
I have enjoyed traveling to county meetings relaying information 
and keeping you up to date! I am committed to being fiscally 
responsible with our union funds. I would appreciate your support 
for Vice President at the State Convention in Brown County. 
Thank You!

  Southeast Committeeman

 Southwest Committeeman

  Vice-President

My name is JUSTIN WILLIAMS.  I am running for INRLCA 
Secretary/Treasurer.  As a 22 year USPS employee, I am 
a regular carrier in Columbus, and currently serve as your 
Southeast Committeeman.  I have continuously served as a local 
officer since 2007, first as President for eight years, and currently 
as Secretary/Treasurer of South Central RLCA for the past 9 
years. I am excited for this opportunity, and believe I am qualified. 
In addition to my considerable experience proudly serving as a 
local and state officer, I co-owned and operated a thriving small 
business for five years. In that endeavor, I stayed on top of daily, 
weekly, and monthly administrative tasks. My chief responsibilities 
included financial accounting, and maintaining an accurate 
roster of customers. Good record keeping was a strength.  I 
enjoy numbers and statistics, and have a keen eye for detail and 
accuracy. Thank you for your support!
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	 My name is KRISTIE PELLMAN and I would like to 
announce that I am running for Southeast Committeeman. I 
have been a regular carrier since 2003 and a strong supporter 
of our union. At our local I have been Vice-President for the 
past 4 years. At previous State Conventions I was on the 
Registration and Credentials Committee and am currently serving 
on the Finance Committee. In the last few years, I have had 
the opportunity to attend the Mid-States Conference, booster 
meetings and to represent Indiana at National Conventions. At 
each event, I have found great fulfillment in gaining knowledge 
and information to bring back to share with my co-workers as well 
as other union members. Backed by my experience, it would be 
an honor to serve our hard-working members as your Southeast 
Committeeman and I would appreciate your vote of support on 
June 23, 2024.

As of press-time, no members have officially announced 
intentions to run for Southwest Committeeman. 
Nominations remain open for members in good standing until 
the appropriate time during this year’s State Convention on 
Sunday, June 23, 2024 in Nashville, Indiana.



Issues of the Civil War Era

The outbreak of the American Civil War 
threw the Postal system into turmoil. On 
April 13, 1861, (the day after the firing on 
Fort Sumter) John H. Reagan, postmaster-
general of the Confederate States of 
America, ordered local postmasters to 
return their U. S. stamps to Washington, 
D.C. (although it is unlikely that many did 

so, while in May the Union decided to withdraw and invalidate all 
existing U.S. stamps, and to issue new stamps. Confederate post 
offices were left without legitimate stamps for several months, and 
while many reverted to the old system of cash payment at the post 
office, over 100 post offices across the South came up with their 
own provisional issues. Many of these are quite rare. Eventually, 
the Confederate government issued its own stamps. 

In the North, the new stamp design became available in August, and 
old stamps were accepted in exchange, with different deadlines for 
replacement set for different regions of the country, first ranging 
from September 10 to November 1, later modified to November 
1 to January 1, 1862. The whole process was very confusing 
to the public, and there are several covers from 1862 and later 
with 1857 stamps and bearing the marking “OLD STAMPS NOT 
RECOGNIZED”.

The 1861 stamps had in common the letters “U S” in the design. To 
make them differential from the older stamps at a glance, all were 
required to have their values expressed in Arabic numerals (in the 
previous series, Arabic numerals had appeared only on the 30-cent 
stamp). The original issue included all the denominations offered 
in the previous series: 1, 3, 5, 10, 12, 24, 30, and 90 cent stamps. 
Numerals apart, several of these are superficially similar to their 
earlier counterparts-particularly because Franklin, Washington 
and Jefferson still appeared on the same denominations as 
previously.  

A 2-cent stamp in black featuring Andrew Jackson was issued 
in 1863 and is now known to collectors as the “Black Jack”. A 
black 15 cent stamp depicting the recently assassinated Abraham 
Lincoln was issued in 1866 and is generally considered part of 
the same series. While it was not officially described as such. 
The 15-cent value was chosen to cover newly established fee for 
registered letters, some philatelists 
consider this to be the first memorial 
stamp ever issued.

Instructions

Eligibility
1.	 Applicant must be a current member of the 

National Rural Letter Carriers’ Association and 
must have been a member for all or a major 
portion of the 50//60/70 years.

2.	 Applicant must have completed:

(a)	 50, 60 or 70 years of service as a rural 
letter carrier; OR

(b)	 A combination of 50, 60 or 70 years as a 
rural letter carrier and a retired carrier.

3.	 Application must be submitted using the official 
form or reasonable facsimile.

Applicant Statement
1.	 If the proposed recipient of the longevity award 

cannot complete the Applicant Statement section of 
the application, the State Secretary may complete 
it on the member’s behalf. At the State Secretary’s 
discretion, another state or local official or responsible 
member may complete the statement on the 
member’s behalf.

2.	 The appropriate years of membership upon which 
the award is based must be checked.

3.	 The Applicant Statement should be signed where 
indicated by either the applicant or by the person 
who is signing for the applicant.

4.	 After completion of the Applicant Statement, 
the form must be forwarded for verification and 
certification to the: 	 INRLCA State Secretary

 			       	 Larry Kappenman
			       	 825 Red Oaks Lane
			       	 Lafayette, IN 47909-3659

State Secretary Statement
1.	 Upon receipt of the application, the State Secretary 

will verify the information provided based on 
available state records. By signing the application, 
the State Secretary certifies that the member 
is eligible to receive the specified membership 
longevity award.

2.	 The State Secretary will check the appropriate box 
indicating where the National Office should send 
the longevity award. If the “Other” box is checked, 
a name and address should be provided where 
indicated.

3.	 Upon completion of the State Secretary’s section, 
the State Secretary should forward the application 
for the final processing to the National Office at:

		  NRLCA
		  Attn: Assistant to the Secretary-Treasurer
		  1630 Duke Street
		  Alexandria, VA 22314-3467

Longevity 
Recognition Award

Alice Cobble

State Historian

 Page 14                                                                        The Hoosier Rural Carrier  	



						      The Hoosier Rural Carrier  					     Page 15
THE NATIONAL RURAL LETTER CARRIERS’ ASSOCIATION 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP LONGEVITY AWARD 

YEARS OF MEMBERSHIP 
50 60 70 

************************************************************************************************************** 
APPLICANT STATEMENT 

NAME: 

DATE OF RURAL CARRIER APPOINTMENT: 

DATE OF RETIREMENT (IF RETIRED): 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

APPLICANT SIGNATURE: 

By signing, applicant certifies that the above information is correct and that eligibility is in accordance with 
established guidelines. 

SIGNING FOR APPLICANT: 
Name and Title 

If the applicant cannot complete this statement, a state or local officer, or other responsible member may 
complete it at the discretion of the State Secretary. 

************************************************************************************************************** 
STATE SECRETARY STATEMENT 

This is to certify that insofar as a search of records is concerned, and insofar as it can be ascertained, the 
above applicant is eligible for receipt of the specified membership longevity award. 

Send Award To: MEMBER ST SEC OTHER 

Other Name: 

Other Address: 

STATE SECRETARY SIGNATURE: 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
FOR NATIONAL USE ONLY 

AWARD APPROVED: AWARD DENIED: 
Date Date 

NATIONAL OFFICER SIGNATURE: 

Title 



You’re invited to theYou’re invited to the  
Wild, Wild WEST!Wild, Wild WEST!  

Banquet!Banquet!
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BANQUET MENUBANQUET MENU
Fried ChickenFried Chicken

BBQ baby back ribsBBQ baby back ribs

Mashed potatoes & gravyMashed potatoes & gravy

Green beansGreen beans

Tossed SaladTossed Salad

RollsRolls

Iced Tea Iced Tea 
Lemonade Lemonade 

CoffeeCoffee

LUNCHEON LUNCHEON 
MENUMENU

Cookout BuffetCookout Buffet
HamburgersHamburgers

Hot DogsHot Dogs
with all the fixins’with all the fixins’

Baked Mac-N-CheeseBaked Mac-N-Cheese
Baked BeansBaked Beans

ColeslawColeslaw

Iced Tea Iced Tea 
LemonadeLemonade  

CoffeeCoffee

  Saturday 
Saturday 

Evening 
Evening 

6:30pm 
6:30pm 

Town Hall 

Town Hall 

Conference 

Conference 

Center
Center

MEET-N-GREET 
MEET-N-GREET 

MENUMENU

Italian Dinner
Italian Dinner

w/meatballs & grilled chicken
w/meatballs & grilled chicken

penne pasta in marinara
penne pasta in marinara

fettuccine alfredo
fettuccine alfredo

Garlic BreadGarlic Bread

chopped salad
chopped salad

steamed broccoli
steamed broccoli

zucchini sand dollars
zucchini sand dollars

Iced Tea Iced Tea 

Lemonade Lemonade 

CoffeeCoffee


